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pressed at once, rather to Martius' annoyance,
because it really was time they stopped treating him
like a baby! However, they all dismounted for the
well itself, which was a few paces off the road. It was
a good sight, because the stone-laid path just suddenly
came to an end, and there was a great clear mass of
spring-cool water pouring and bursting out at their
feet, making a wide grown-up river at once. 'And
then, in a few miles, it's down to the sea/ said Mar-
tius, 'just like this! It's born without ever being a
baby. Look, you can see the springs, those lovely
round burst-ups in the middle of the water. You
stand on this stone and you dip your cup into the
middle like this, and you stand with your back to the
water and drink three times and wish hard/ They all
drank in a solemn and proper silence, and left a small
offering, in theory for the local shrine, with the local
ladies. And so back to the horses. Tve often been
here!' said Martius, 'and it almost always comes
true.'

'I hope it does,' said Alfenius, 'because I wished I
could find out about Dunium, and I really want to
know!'

'Oh uncle, you silly!' said the boy, really cross at
this typically grown-up piece of stupidity. 'Why did
you tell? You'll never know now! I did think you'd
know enough not to say your wish!'

*Oh,' said Alfenius laughing, Td forgotten one
wasn't allowed to say! How very annoying! And I
suppose we shall never hear what yours was.'
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